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For the Prisoner’s Friend. 


FANCY. | 


[BY A DISCHARGED CONVICT.] 


Ilow I love on the pinions of Fancy to soar, 

And with her the scenes of the past to explore; 
She peoples the world with its heroes and knights, 
Its poets, its sages, and numberless lighte, 

Who acted a prominent part on its stege, 

The wonder, the glory and boast of their age. 


She builds up the castle, its turrets and walls, 


The voice of rejoicing rings oud through its halls, 


Its chambers are hung with the bridal! festoons, 
Shields, bucklers and helinets adorn its s2loons, 


While the deeds of its chivalrous barons forgot, 


Are acted anew as we look on the spot. 


She speaks, and the sepulchr’d dead are alive, 
She calls, and the ashes of empires revive ; 

Troy, Bibel and Carthage their glories resume, 
And long-eclipsed splendors their darkness lume , 
The dragon, the satyr and ow! disappear, 

While Scipio, Cyrus and Ajax draw dear. 


A glance of her eye a lost beauty imparts 
To Athens, the birth-place and cradle of arts; 
Her streets with the songs of blind Homer resound, 


The light of the schools throws its influence round, 
And the lessons of Plato and Socrates find 


A way to our hearts; and enliven the mind. 


The greatness of Rome by her spell is awoke, 
Before us her Jawrel-crown’d emperor’s walk, 
Its arch the black lust of a tyrant reveals, 

Who dragg’d captive kings by his chariot wheels, 
Its forum with Cicero’s eloquence rings, 

And Virgil again in its groves sweetly sings. 


O Fancy, fond spirit, still link me to those 
Whose dust in the womb of past ages repose, 
Who taught by their virtues the good to pursue, 
And warned by their evils the bad to eschew, 
The moral my own fleeting life shall explain, 


May be that I have not existed in vain. 
Sa Sa 


LAW OF LOVE. 
A brother errs—but wherefore bring 
The carnal weapons sure to kill? 
Those only rouse a serpent’s sting, 
And not the law of love fulfil. 


The tender language of the soul 
Where love in every word is seen, 

Will passion’s raging flames control, 
And back to truth and virtue win 


First learn thy duty, and thou wilt 
Thy brother reconcile to thee— 

Make him contess his former guilt, 
With sorrow and humility. 


| ful, but there must be justice.’ 


bedient returns to the paths of obedience, justice rejoices 
| 


PRUISONDRIS PRIBNDo | 
—— Se = — - 
Justice, its bearing upon the Death Penalty. | 

Brs. Spear—As there is much said in these days of | 
reform in regard to the requisition of justice ; and as the | 
dea of justice is, blended with vengeance by the majority 
of men, I would offer a few remarks upon the subject 


of justice and its bearing upon the Death Penalty. 





I can give no better view of justice, as held by the 
Gullows-going community, than by a short extract from 
Dr. Bacon’s Sermon, foand in the Prisoner's Friend 


of July 20th. 


‘ We are compelled to feel thut if justice—awfal justice 
—should not be done upon the murderer, the blood of the | 
murdered would cry from the ground ; it would incite to 
new acts of violence and outrage ; each becoming his own 
avenger ; murder would answer to murder, till society it- 
self would be destroyed, and the world become a wilder- 
ness. All would be impelled to feel that justice is dread- 


Ile says : 


Here, it would seem that the idea entertained is simply 

this: Justice requires the infliction of pain, and in the | 
: : ; 

case of the murderer, pain which shall result in death ; and 


that too for a gratification of a spirit of vengeance, inas- | 


life of the murderer, would ‘ incite to new acts of outrage 
The | 
! 


and violence ; each becoming his own avenger.’ 


end sought seems to exist in the community, which is the | 


| gratification of the spirit it possesses, is bythe law doing that | 


which otherwise would be sought by the hand of the in- | 
jured. This spirit, from the tenor of the remarks quo- | 
ted, is none other than the spirit of vengeance, and that | 
pain, which is inflicted for the purpose of gratifying such 
a spirit is revenge. | 
The infliction of pain does not constitute punishment, | 
nor is it required by justice, but in a certain sphere and | 


| 


under certain circumstances. Justice demands pain up- | 


on a diferent principle than either revenge or cruelty. 


While these last require it as an end, justice requires it 
The 


end required by justice is obedience, and with nothing 


but asa means by which to accomplish an end. 


short of this will it be satisfied. To bring about this end 


it at times resorts to chastisements. Whenever the diso- 


The inflic- 


tion of pain upon the obedieut is a direct violation of jus-| 


and cannot suffer one particle of pain farther. 


tice ; hence any pain, inflicted after man has returned to 
the paths of virtue, ts an exercise of injustice. If these 


positions are correct, which I doubt not all will admit, it 


| will follow that the only condition npon which justice will 


permit pain, is that it may bring the disobedient back to 


the paths of rectitude. And as the infliction of death does | 
not accomplish this object, neither can, under any circum- 
stances whatever, it follows that this penalty of our laws 
is unjust. 
I may be told at this time that the great object of pun- 
ishment is to restrain others. This is an error, for this 
can be but a secondary object as a moment’s reflection | 
will show. The great object must necessarily be in the 
individual who suffered the penalty. The second object 
is so closely connected with the first that when the one is | 
accomplished, the second, when it is sought after, must 
be also. If the first object is not accomplished, in conse- 
quence of a violation of justice, the second cannot be. | 
That the first cannot be accomplished in the case of | 
the death penalty every one knows to be a fact, | 
and that the second has not been, the whole history of | 
the world bears witness too. Soon the ether hand, where 
the first and great object js souglt after, and for capital | 
crimes, the c:iminal is brought under moral influences. | 
The seconé@ object is obtained, as the history of those na- | 
tions, where the death penalty has been abolished, shows 
a decrease in capital crime, as shown in the letters of the | 
Hon. Robert Rantoul, Jr., in Nos. 7,8, 9, 10, New Series | 
Prisoner’s Friend; thus showing that justice, instead of | 


asking the death of the criminal, demands the abolition of 
the death penalty, and the institution of such measures 


' to a large congregation on this subject. 


Letter from a Clergyman 
CLEVELAND, Onto, Aug. 1, 1846. 
My Dear Frienp Spear: 


T should have written you sooner, but waited, hoping to 


| see something done in this part of the country, towards 


the abolishment of legal murder. 

That there is a deep and growing repugnance in the 
minds of the people tothe taking of human life there can 
be no doabt—but it needs combining. [am sure if a good 


lecturer could go through this State, thousands would full 


| in with the views held by those opposed to Capital Pun- 


ishwent, People begin to feel that life is a sacred trust, 
not to be wantonly destroyed or unkindly treated. 

Two weeks ago last Sabbath, UJectured in my church 
Many | have no 
doubt, went away resolved no more to strangle humanity, 
however degraded. 

In your Jetter you state that 1 am the first of our Con- 
nection that has written or expressed sympathy with 
In the West 


You expressed 


you. Tam sorry such is the case. many 


of our ministers are right on this subject. 
a desire that I should hold fast the principles | have em- 
This I think I am likely to do. 


braced. It is six years 


. ' gine came ¢ orough Anti-Hanging convert, and 
, mach as the neglect, on the part of the law, to take the | ince 1 became a thorough An ging ce ’ 


have had no cause to think I have occupied false ground. 
{ wish I had means to assist you in your God-like en- 
terprise, but like most Reformers1 am poor. Yet I pray 
God that you may be sustained, and blessed. 
, . *~ x + . 
Believe me, yours Dear Br. in the cause of bleeding 
J. W. WALKER. 


humanity. 


To Charles Spear. 


Prevention, not Punishment of Crime, the 
greater Duty of the State. 
We find in one of our En@ish periodicals a no- 


tice ofa very earnest and impressive discourse, de- 


relies on the very partial success of a district or diocesian 
board, or the restricted regulations of a central society, 
which, furnishing its contributions, on principles however 
liberal and judicious, must still, from the very nature of 
its institution, often leave those spots the most unassisted 
that are most in want ; not an education that is fed for a 
season by the proselytizing activity of rival religionists, 
that too often employ the ‘ engrafted word ” of life, less 
as ‘the sword of the Spirit,’ than as the weapon of some 
carnal and unchristian controvi rsy ;—but an education 
large, comprehensive, generous, and unexclusive ; one 
which, not disturbing the prior claims of the parent or 
friend, shall yet secure for the most neglected orphan the 
provision of a sound and adequate instruction ; one that, 
respecting the religious scruples of the most suspicious and 
the most intolerant, shall yet cordially co-operate, where 
co-operation is courted, with the views of any church, or 


separatist, or sect :—an education, not national only in 





name, but national in its resources, in its administration, 


| in its paternal character, and in its end.’ 


Progress in England. 


The friends of the Abolition of the Death Penalty 
in England are zealously engaged in the good 
work. ‘The Glasgow Magazine, a periodical de- 
voted to this subject, has the following: 

‘It is understood among the friends of capital abolition 
ia London, that a motion on the subject will come on in 
Parliament in about four weeks from this time, May 20th, 
when the agitation on the great commercial questions so 
deeply important to the country shall have somewhat sub- 


sided. The friends of the cause, it will gratify our read- 





ers to be informed, continue to receive the assurance of 
warm support from many parts of the country. 

A deputation from the meeting wil! see Sir Robert Peel 
shortly, and deliver the address to be presented by him to 
the Queen. 


' 
re . 7) ee | , g a} +} y s , iti s » > 

livered by George Sandby, Jun., Vicar of Flix- | Lord Denman will lay the petition before the Lords. 
a ; . 2 . ‘ —- . / active ¢ intelliee itte » reekly i 
Suffolk, and Chaplain to the High Sheriff. His | An active and intelligent committee meet weekly in 

a: . . . | » citv oO " ( are aki ‘very ¢ > > 
ton, subject is, ‘ Prevention, not punishment of | the city of London, who are m iking every arrangement 

~ . . of corres yond mee a mi Pe. 

Crime, the greaier duty of the State.’ It does | anaes ane Cane 
great credit to the soundness of the author’s mind, | : . 
Hianging in England. 


and the benevolence of his heart. We subjoin 
the following extract as an illustration of his 
principles and a specimen of his manver: 

‘When ‘the sorrowful sighing of the prisoners comes 
before you, remember the langaage of the text, and ac- 
cording ‘to the greatness of your power preserve 
them that are otherwise ‘appointed to die.’ 


them ; not merely by the abandonment of that fearful 


‘Yaw which hurries the soul of some wretched malefactor 


into the awful presence of his Maker, by the infliction of 


a punishment as irrevocable in its nature as it is ineflec- 
tual for its purpose : —preservethem ; not merely by the 
abolition of that national wickedness which collects whole 
ship-loads of the very outcasts of society into some crowd- 
ed colony, turning men in to demons, and converting one of 
the fairest portions of the globe into a very hel! upon earth: 
—preserve them; not merely by the ameliorating influ- 
ences of 2 humane prison discipline, and an extension of 
your reformatory and penitential systems :—dut preserve 
them beforekand—in the dawn of life, in the first years 
of innocence, and before the habit of crime shall have 
grown into a second nature:—preserve them by anticipa- 
tions and preventions of evil, by schools both of physical 
and mental training, by an instraction that shall enter in- 
to every cottage, and by-street am lane. Call upon your 
legislators and those in authority to introduce a grand plan 
of national education—national in the largest and truest 
meaning of the word; not an education which is depen- 
dent on the limited resources of the parochial clergy, and 


their too often overtaxed energies and fime; not an edu- | 


eation which flourishes here and there through the preca- 
rious snpport of sorne wealthy philanthropist, the fortu- 
nate accident of his neighborhood, forming a little oasis 


. 
ve! 


Preserve | 


ALSON SCOTT. 


as shall reform the offender. | within his precincts, in pleasing contrast to a wilderness 


Lyman, N. H. of ignorance around and beyond ; not an education which 


A late number of the New-York Observer 


| has a letter from its London correspondent, giving 


} ao . 
_ | an account of the late great anti-Capital Punish- 


| ment meeting at Exeter Hall, London, which 
| was addressed by Mr. Ewart, M. P., Lord Nu- 
_gent, John Bright, M. P. (of Cobden and Bright, 
| anti-Corn Law leaders) Daniel O’Connell and 

Rev. W. J. Fox, and resulted in the formation of 
a National Society. 


The writer says: 

‘For a considerable time past a strong end evidently 
growing feeling against all capital punishments has mani- 
fested itself in England, and the way has gradually been 

preparing for a great popular movement to procare their 
The religious periodical press, with 


entire abolition. 





scarcely an exception, earnestly promotes the movement, 
~ almost the only thing, which I have seen or heard 


j of on the other side, is a pamphlet by Rev. Walter Scott, 


| President of Airdale College.’ 


Tue N. ¥. Prison AssocitaTION are about to take 


an extensive round for the purpose of obtaining correct 


| data by means of which to present in the next annual re- 
| port, a thorough analysis of the effect of our prisons upon 


the moral condition of those confined therein. 


| Ex EcuTED.—George, a slave of Thomas Urie, was 
| executed for the crime of murder in Vicksburg, Miss., on 
‘the 25th ult. He died expressing great wrath against 
| certain persecutors, and endeavoring to leave the impres- 
sion that others had been guilty of the crime. 


The Refuge for Female Prisouers, anxious to reform 
their lives, established in memory of Mrs. Fry, is re- 
esiving general support. Her Majesty has become its 
pitroness, and subscribed fifty guineas, Prince Albert 
| £25, and the King of Prussia has become a contributor. 
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PRISONBBS PRIGNDs 





¢) SHALL ASK FOR THE ABOLITION OF THR PENALTY OF DEATH 


@NTIL I HAVE THE INFALLIBILITY OF HUMAN JUDGMENT DEMON® 
@TRATED TO ME.’-—-Lafayelle. 


—— 





BOSTON: 


os ee 


Letter from the Senior Editor, 
THE HISTORY OF POTTER. 


In my last I had arrived at Hartford. I had a 
very interesting interview with a distinguished 
lawyer by the name of Chapman. He has proba- 
bly had more Capital cases brought before him 
than any other attorney in the whole State. He 
gave me all the particulars relating to the trial and 
the family of Potter, whom the State had just 
murdered upon the gallows. He presented the 
petition of the parents. He gave me a very inte- 
resting fact: THE SISTER OF POTTER 
DESIRED TO BE EXECUTED IN HIS 
PLACE! How intense her love! I understand 
something of it ; for 1 was in the prison when Pot- 
ter took leave of that sister. I saw him take her 
by the hand. I saw him imprint the last kiss up- 
on her cheek. Both were bathed in tears. Both 
were in the most extreme mental agony. Not a 
word was uttered by either. How strange it seem- 
ed to see abrother, in full health and strength 
taking a final leave of a sister, knowing that in a 
few hours he was to die an ignominious death up- 
on the gallows! Oh! my God! that scene is now 


before me. Never can it be eflaced from my 


memory. 
Mr. Chapman said that in the Legislature 


there were nine on the committee ; four of whom 
were for commutation. The petition was signed 
by six of the jury. ‘There had been in the whole 
family relation twenty-eight cases of insanity! 
Potter had been a young man of correct habits 
until a short time before the murder. He was 
brought up under the parentai roof, and was for a 
time a member of a Presbyterian church, as well 
as his parents. But he is gone, and his history 
and the conduct of the State will form a subject 
for that age when the gallows shall have been bu- 
ried in everlasting oblivion. 
VISIT TO THE CONNECTICUT STATE PRISON, 


My friend, Mr. Button, kindly took me to 
Wethersfield in his carriage. There are one hun- 
dred and sixty-eight prisoners here, twelve of 
whom are females; eighteen are sentenced for life; 
five of them murderers. One of them has coni- 
mitted suicide lately, One man is sentenced here 
for twenty-two years for stealing! ‘The prison 
looked quite neat, and the convicts appeared in 
good health. There is a maniac here who has 
been confined for about seven years, we believe. 
Efforts were made some time since to restore him 
to his reason by kindness. The keeper spread a 
table before h‘s cell and invited him to come out. 
He partook of the meal ina very rational manner, 
and returned again to his cell. He was then al- 
lowed to walk about the yard. He then, for the 
first time, began to talk in English. He is said to 
be a Portuguese. Miss Dix visited him, and also 
Mrs. Sigourney, the distinguished writer. He was 
particularly fond of the company of Mrs. Sigour- 
ney. Fora while he did well, but his madness 
returned, and he is now confined in his cell. I 
could not make him understand any thing. The 
prison is certainly not the place for him. The State 
should provide for him in the Insane Retreat. 


There was one regulation in the prison which 
seemed to me wrong. The convicts are not al- 
lowed to look at a single human being who visits 
the prison. True, their relations may have an in- 
terview with them. But where convicts must look 
down during their sentence they will look down 
when they leave the prison. It takes away self- 
respect. Mr, Robinson, the Warden of our pris- 
on, is satisfied that men do better by being allow- 
ed to look at the spectators who visit the prison. 
He thinks it does them good to look at the human 
face divine. We ought to be careful in all our 
modes of punishment not to destroy the self-re- 
spect of the individual. When that is once gone, 
every effort at reformation will be unavailing. 

VISIT TO THE HARTFORD JAIL. 

I was politely shown into the prison. The 
keeper was very glad to answer me any question. 
I found here the same rule adopted, of keeping 
the men from seeing visiters. The jail was in 
good condition. Mr. Morgan is a friend to hu- 
manity. Some years since we both labored to do 
away the infamous law of imprisonment for debt, 
which has since been abolished in that State. 

My mission in Connecticut having been brought 














to a close, I soon left for Springfield. Ihad pas- 
sed through some exciting scenes which took a 
strong hold of my nervous system. ‘Three seve- 
ra] nights I had an attack of that terrible disease, 
called the Tic Doloreux. But I hope the disease 
has not fastened itself permanently upon my sys- 
tem. I labored hard on the subject of the aboli- 
tion of Capital Punishment. I hope Connecticut 
will not again disgrace herself by another legal 
murder. 

THE LAW OF CAPITAL PUNISHMENT IN CONNECTI- 

cur. 

Her Legislature has made two advances towards 
the abolishment of the law. One is, to order pri- 
vate executions. Another, to divide murder into 
two degrees. A friend gave me the law, which 
I present for the benefit of our readers, 

No. 16—An Act in alteration of an Act, entitled 

‘An Act concerning Crimes and Punishments.’ 
Whereas the several offences which fre included under 


the general denomination of murder, differ so greatly: 


from each other in the degree of their atrociousness, 

that it is unjust to involve them in the same punishment; 

therefore 

Section I. Be it enacted by the Senate and House 

of Representatives in General Assembly convened, That 
all murder which shall be perpetrated by means of poison, 
or by lying in wait, or by any other kind of wilful, de- 
liberate and premeditated killing, or which shall be com- 
mitied in the perpetration or attempt to perpetrate any ar- 
son, rape, robbery or burglary, shall be deemed murder 
of the first degree ; and all other kinds of murder shall 
be deemed murder in the ‘second degree : and the jury 
before whom any person indicted for murder shall be 
tried, shall, if they find such person guilty thereof, ascer- 
ain in their verdict whether it be in the first ar second 
degree ; but if such person shail be convicted by confes- 
sion, the court shal! proceed, by examination of witnes- 
ses, to determine the degree of the crime, and to give 
sentence accordingly. 

Sec. II. Every person who shall commit murder of 
the first degree, and be thereof duly convicted, shall suf- 
fer death. 

Sec. Iil. 
the second degree, and be thereof duly convicted, shall 
suffer imprisonment in the Connecticut State Prison du- 


Every person who shall commit murder in 


ring his or her natural life. 
Sec. IV. 
with the provisions of this Act, be, and the same are here- 
Approved, June 18, 1846. 
THE MAGNETIC TELEGRAPH. 


by repealed. 


For the first time I availed myself of this won- 
derful discovery. My intimate friends know that 
I am much disposed to melancholy, to use a popu- 
lar word, troubled with the hypo. Often do I im- 
agine a thousand evils that have no real existence. 
In travelling, therefore, | suffer much. Among 
the evils which I imagine I frequently suppose the 
family are sick. Having this apprehension I step- 
ped into the office in Hartford and requested the 
Conductor to ask a young man who boards in my 
family if they were well. A message was imme- 
diately forwarded. Some delay was made in go- 
ing to the office in Boston to ascertain. I went 
out. { was gone about an hour, and on returning 
found the following message : 

* Your family are all well.’ 

Thus was I relieved at once. What a wonder- 

ful discovery! There I could stand in Hartford, 


_one hundred miles from Boston, and talk with one 


of the hands at work upon the paper! Had it 
been five thousand miles, or any distance, it would 
have made no difference. ‘The Telegraph knows 
no distance. 
It was 32 cents. 


such a message. In my next I 


shall be in Massachusetts.—c. s. 





Two Families released from Prison. 

Not unfrequently do we conclude when persons 
are arrested and imprisoned that they are guilty. 
Generally this may be true of them. Sometimes 
however they are entirely innocent, and know 
nothing of the crimes of which they are accused. 
A few weeks ago I found two husbands with their 
wives in the common jail in this city. They were 
accused, I learned, of stealing a sum of money, 
amounting to three or four hundred dollars. They 
assured me that they knew nothing of the money, 
and had never before beew accused of crime, they 
were unacquainted with the forms of law, had no 
counsel and no.means of payingany. ‘Their fam- 
ilies were broken up, their goods scattered, and 
they seemed to be in a pitiable condition. I as- 
sured them 1 would endeavor to be to them the 


Prisoner’s Friend, and that I would see that they 


had a fair and impartial trial. Our much esteem- 
ed friend, Joan W. Browne, agreed to act as 
their counsel. The trial came on, the jury disa- 
greed. This was in July. The case came up 
again this month, and to our great joy they were 
acquitted and immediately discharged. 











That all Acts or parts of Acts inconsistent | 








Many have asked the expense of | 





But we felt that our labors ought not to stop 
here. We felt in this case as we always wish to 


feel, that our sympathies should not be wholly for™ 


the prisoner, that while laboring’ for them we 
ought at the same time do all in our power for the 
poor man who had lost his money. We were un- 
able however to disegver the least trace of it. In- 
toxicated on the day he missed his money, proba- 
bly he lost it in some way, we know not how. 
Deeply do we sympathise with him and the releas- 
ed prisoners, and we earnestly hope they will for- 
ever after avoid the use of all intoxicating liquors. 
Rum, the cause of nearly all the crimes committed 


and of the accidents which occur, is productive of 


no good, and causes much vice. 

The released prisoners were exceedingly grate- 
ful to friend Browne and myself, and though they 
were unable to remunerate us, yet we received 
that reward which is consequent upon well-doing, 
which is better than honey or the honey comb, and 
is ‘ more to be desired than gold, yea than much 
fine gold.°—J. M. s. 


HICWARD’S CONFESSION, 


We have observed ina former number of the 
Prisoner’s Friend, that the document published 
in several of the newspapers, purporting to be 
the confession of Howard, was a hoax. The 


friends of the gallows are disposed to make great 


use of what was said to be his dying words. We 
have received the following communication in re- 


lation to this matter, which must put the subject 
forever at rest. Will the Christian Reflector no- 
tice it? We shall see. 

Concorp, N. H., Aug. 10, 1846, 
To the Editors of the Prisoner’s Friend: ; 

You are aware of the attempt that is now being made 
to strengthen gallows’ posts, by the use of a certain doc- 
ument that is going the newspaper rounds, purporting to 
be the ‘ Confession of Andrew Howard,’ the wretched 
young man that was recently executed in Strafford coun- 
ty. ‘That document is an absolute forgery, written by 
some one, undoubtedly for the double purpose of turning 
a few coppers and strengthening the argument in favor 
of legal neck-breaking. Howard made a ‘ confession’ to 
Dr. Sweetton, a physician of Dover, who was with him 
much of the time, during his last days, which was pub- 
lished in the Dover Gazeite, a few days after his execu- 
tion,—but which is entirely different from the one trav- 
elling the papers,—in which Howard is made to say, 
that if he had known the gallows was the penalty, he 
should not have committed the murder. 

I have a letter before me, written by Elder Elias 
Hutchins, Free-Wil! minister of Dover, in answer toa 
letter from a gentleman of this town, making inquiries 
relative to the ‘ confession,’ above alluded to, from which 
I will give you an extract, Elder Hutchins was with 
Howard frequently, during his confinement, and during 
the few last sad days of his existence, most of the tinie. 
He was present when the confession was made to Dr. 
Sweetton. In reply to his correspondent’s inquiry, Mr. 
H. says— 

‘In answer to a question put to him in my presence, 
and after he had closed his confession, he pEN1IED hav- 
ing ever said that he should not have committed the mur- 
der had he known that hanging was the penalty for ta- 
king life. He also sxid he did not recollect that at the 
time of committing the deed, he thought any thing about 
the penalty.’ 

So, all attempts to prop up tis tottering old relic of 
barbarism, from the ‘ dying testimony’ of poor Howard, 
is at end. 

In haste, 
Your friend, 
JOHN R. FRENCH. 





Tue ‘Prisoners’ Frienp. This paper is well 
conducted, in a fair and christian spirit of moderation, 
free from the harshness of bigotry, and not given to 
denunciation and detraction, as partizan papers too oftep 
are. If we do not wholly agree with our cotemporary’s 
doctrines, we can at least appreciate the humanity and 
philanthropy of the spirit which appears in its columns. 
If they can stop hanging, and not cause the loss of in- 
nocent lives by ball and kp‘fe, by their success, all good 
men will rejoice—as well as some bad ones.—[Boston 
Star. 





Tue Ricuts or Woman. 
Kentucky has passed a law better to protect the rights 


The Legislature of 


of married woman, by securing to them a certain portion 
of property in their own right, not liable to the debts of 
the husband. Whilst we are willing to award the present 
Legislature everlasting praise for this deed of justice and 
mercy, we wonber that it has so long been deferred.— 
[True American. } ° 





Appropriate Monument to Mrs. Fry.—It is proposed 
to establish ‘an institution for the temporary reception 
of females discharged from the metropolitan prisons and 
police offices, who are anxious to reform their lives, to be 
called Elizabeth Fry’s Refuge.’ 























To rue Epiror or tHe CuRIsTIAN Wor.p 

A circular of the Societly formed here fo; 
aiding Discharged Convicts, was published j;, 
your paper a week or two since, in which wag 
some account of the operations of the Society 
in the short time since it was established 
The cireular stated in a few words the objects 
of the Association, and what it has already 
done. I am frequently asked concerning jr, 
and mueh interest has been expressed in ir, 
and offers made of funds to aid in its opera. 
tions, Its organization is extremely simple 
and it confines itself strictly to the one objec: 
for which it was established,—the “aid of the 
discharged convict.” Jt allows of no admix- 
tures of other interests with this. ‘The public 
should understand this; for while there may 
be but one opinion concerning the importance 
of this object, there may be much diversity 
concerning others. We aid the discharged 
convict by getting him employment, and by 
affording him food, shelter, and kind counse! 
till employment is obtained. Arrangements 
are made before discharges from Prison occur, 
so that the discharged may go at once to work, 
Thus places have been secured for all who 
leave this month, who stand in need of aid, 
and so weil systematized is the plan, that very 
little difficulty is experienced in obtaining 
labor. 

A copy of the circular was sent in a letter 
to Hon, Judge Edmonds, of New York, wio 
is at the head of a similar Society in that city. 
Judge Edmonds bas most kindly replied to 
the letter, and I will thank you to give his an- 
swer an insertion. Within very short com- 
pass it contains much important informa- 


tion. 

As our Society extends aid to all who need 
it, and as the Charlestown Prison lias convict 
tenants from every part of the State, every 
town has an interest in the success of the So- 
ciety. ‘To aid it in is operations, Auxiliary So- 
cieties may do great good, and it is respectiul- 
ly suggested that such branches of the Society 
in Boston may be established. The clergy 
may rendera great service by bringing this sub- 
ject before their congregations. WwW. Cc. 
Boston, August 9, 1846. 

New York, July 30th, 1846. 
Dear Sin:— We welcome you as fellow- 
We 


observed with much pleasure the formation of 


laborers in a broad field of usefulness. 


your Society, and afterwards received from 
Mr. Hopper such an account of his reception 
us that full 
would attend your efforts. 


by you, as persuaded success 

The fruits of our brief and limited labors 
are beginning to develope themselves, 

The Female Department of our Association 
has been in operation only ove year, and 
during that time, 162 females have been re- 
ceived into “The Home,” and for ninety 
of them, places have been obtained. 

In the Male Department, which was first 
started in January, 1845, 215 have been reliey- 
ed by us,—for more than 100, employment has 
been obtained by us. Of the males, only two 
have fallen back intocrime. Of the females, a 
larger proportion, 

In all this we find abundant eause for re- 
joicing and for The publie 
sustain us well, and as they enlarge our means, 


perseverance, 


we enlarge our usefulness, 

We have now, “The Home,”—a_ house up- 
town,—which costs us $400 a year reut; and 
we have two matrons, constantly residing, to 
take care of the inmates, who range from 15 
to 30. 

We have one man constantly employed in 
visiting our City Prison. It is his business to 
be there every day, and his diary shows how 
far beyond all calculation is the good that one 
man alune can do, in correcting evils, in pro- 
tecting the innocent, and in redeeming the 
erring. 

We lave one man whose whole time is de- 
voted tothe care of Discharged Convicts. We 
have another as our Financial Agent, and an- 
other as a clerk in our office. 

We are thus subjected to an annual rent of 
$575, and support six agents; yet so liberal 
have been the contributions to us, that we 
have besides, means to take care of all the dis- 
charged convicts who come to us, and to in- 
spect many of the prisons in our State. 

The suppSrt which we have thus received, | 
mention to you, that you nay see how encour- 
aging is the prospect before you, for there can 
be no doubt that the well known liberality of 
Boston will in due time as fully endow 


you. 
We bid you then God speed in this excellent 


work. Truly, yours, J. W. Epmonps. 
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Five Reasons why Feeman should'be Hung 


Our readers have already learned that William 
Freeman, a poor, ignorant, deaf colored man, has 
been sentenced to be hung in Auburn, N, Y., on 
the 18th of September. A correspondent who has 
written and published much in favor of the abo- 
lition of Capital Punishment, has handed us the 
following reasons why Freeman should be hung: 


We confess that the hanging of Freeman will not 
bring the murdered parties to life. Neither will it pre- 
vent future murders, becatse it has been the common 
custom to hang murderers, yet murders have not ceased. 
Still, let the man be hung. He ought to be hung. 

1. He is a colored man; and a negro is a large grade 
below a white man. Ifa white man kill a colored man, 
let him live; if a colored man kill a white man, hang 
him. So’much for a difference of complexion. 

2. He is deaf. The Judgefound it very difficult to make 
him hear, in passing sentence. A deaf man is of small- 
er account than one who is not deaf. One of the aven- 
ues to his mind is shut up. He is almost useless. Let 
him be hung. 

3. He is ignorant. He has not had the advantages of 
The education of colored people in many 
It is 


education. 
places is not cared for; in some it is forbidden. 
probable, had he been well educated, he would not have 


But although the fault of not 


committed the murder. 
having an education may not have been his, still the re- 
sponsibility should be thrown upon him. Let him be 
hung. 

4. He is wicked; and what are wicked men fit for 
out to be killed ? Were they to live, they might repent 
and become good members of society; 
quent life, they might repay society for the evil they 
had done. But still it is better to kill them. Let Free- 
man be hung. 

5. He would be a trouble, if his life were spared. He 
must be kept in prison, and fed and clothed at the pub- 
Why not kill him, then? This wold be 
De Foe, in his admi- 


and in subse- 


lic expense. 
the shortest way to get rid of him. 
rable work entitled ‘ The Shortest Way with Dissenters,’ 
It is easier 


Therefore, 


showed that it were better to kill them ali. 
to kill a man than to correct and instruct him. 
fet Freeman be hung. 
He killed,—let us kill. 
doctrine of ‘an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’ 


J. W. 


This will sustain the good old 





EDITORS’ TABLE. 





The United States Magazine and Democratic 
Review. August, 1846. New-York: Thomas 
Prentice Kettell, 142 Nassau-street. 
This number contains severat valuable 

cles. We are especially pleased with the two 

articles, Ground and Reason of 

Punishment,’ Discipline.’ ‘The 

whole number will amply repay a careful perusal. 

This Review is one of the ablest in the country, 

and well deserves an extensive patronage. We 

thank the publisher for sending to us regularly 

The following is a 


arti- 


on the 
‘ Prison 


‘ 
‘ Mssay 


and 


such a valuable periodical. 
list of contents :— 

If. An 
Essay onthe Ground and Reason of Punishment. HI. No 
Remedy and Remedy. IV. Gluck in Paris. V. Travels 
in North America. VI. West Point. VII. The Wri- 
tings of Charles Lamb. VIII. Prison Discipline. LX. 
X. Papers of an Old Dartmoor Prisoner. NI. 
XIT. Notices of 


I! Legislative Embodyment of Public Opinion. 


Sonnet. 
Financial and Commercial Record. 
New Books. XIII. Political Statistics. 
Bach number of this work is embellished with 
a Portrait of some distinguished personage in the 


Democratic party. 


Pictorial History of England. No. 6. New- 

York: Harper § Brothers. 

Another number of this excellent work has ap- 
peared from the prolific press of the Harpers. 
This History will probably take ‘the place of near- 
ly every other. ‘The work is illustrated by seve- 
ral spirited engravings, and is to be compled 
about forty numbers, Single numbers 25 cents. 


For sale by PB. B. mand 29 Cornhill. 





[Correspondence of the Dollar Newspaper--Philadelphia. } 
From Bedford—Mr. Gough. 
Liserty, Bedford county, Va., Aug. 3d, 1846. 

Gentlemen :—Very many of your Philadelphia readers 
are interested in the career of Mr. Gough, the Temperance 
Lecturer. I write, therefore, to inform you that he is in this 
county, at the house of Dr. Moseby, a few miles from 
Liberty, and that he is very ill 
pected to live. He has been suffering for two or three 
weeks from an almost continued hemeerage of the bow- 
els, which has entirely prostrated him. He is in a very 
enfeebled and nervous condition, and little hope is en- 
tertained of his recovery. I will apprise you of any 
change in his condition. His friends at the North may 
be assured he receives every attention that his circum- 
stances require. Mrs. Gough, and his travelling compan- 
ion Mr. Morse, are both with him. 

Yours, 


In fact, he is not ex- 


A. B.C. 
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Tur Penny Postrace Sysrxem,. In Great Britain, 
the Post-Office now yields to the government a nett year- 
ly income of about five millions of dollars, though, 
since the franking privilege was there abolished, it has 
carried letters throughout the kingdom for a penny, and 
newspapers for nothing. And since this system was in- 
troduced, it is stated that millions of the poorer classes 
are learning to write, for the pleasure of correspondence ; 
thus cultivating friendships, as well as increasing the rev- 


enue, 


Tue Best Drinx.—During a recent Sunday 
School celebration at Philadelphia, one of the 
speakers, while dilating upon the blessing of tem- 
perance, asked, ‘ what is the very best drink in the 
world ?’ A little girl immediately arose and re- 
plied ‘ Lemonade, Sir!’ 


A Boy ro se Hune. Aslave boy named George 
was found guilty of murder in Charleston and sentenced 


to be hanged on the Ist Friday in October next. 


It is stated that the disease under which John B. Gough 


is suffering is consumption. 


Nantucket Sufferers. The fund for the relief of the 
Nantucket sufferers, will probably be increased $20,000 
by the contributions from Boston. In Newburyport $1100 
have been collected, the Odd Fellows contributing $100: 
Springfield $600; Sandwich $500, &e. 

The Express heads an account of the killing of Reeves 
by Cook at the Cincinnati theatre, ‘ outrageous murder.’ 
When is a murder not an outrage ? 

Sad Accident. 


sen of Mr. Bickford Osgood, while playing with his sistet 


A little boy, about three years of age, 


at a chamber window, on Monday evening, fell out, stri 
king his head upon the ground, causing his death in a 
few hours after.—Salem Advertiser. 


A gentleman whose house was repairing, went one 
day to see how the job was getting on, and observing a 
quantity of nails lying about, suid to the carpenter, 
‘Why don’t you take care of these nails? they’ll cer- 


tainly be lost,’ * No,’ replied the carpenter, ‘ you’l! find 


them in the bill.’ 

Temperance puts wood on the fire, flour in the barrel, 
meat in the tub, vigor in the body, intelligence in the 
brain, and spirit in the whele composition of man. 

Hlovuses or Correctrion.—The Mail says, we learn 
from Capt. Robbins that the number of prisoners now in 
the tfouse of Correction at South Boston, is one hundred 
greater than there were one year ago, and forty more 
than the number of cells—something that has not occur- 
red before since that institution was established. 

‘he § Charter Oak,’ noticing the execution of Potter, 
and the evidence he had previously given of sincere re- 
pentance and faith in Christ, expresses the opinion that 
‘ Christians are not so numerous that any of them can be 
spared for strrngulation.’ 

Health of the Mass. Siate Prison.—We are told that 
there has not been a death in the State Prison, in this 
town, Oct. or Nov. 1844, This fact speaks wel! 


for the institution, its losality, its management, and the 


since 


healthfulness of simple, wholesome and regular diet.— 
Thore are now, almost daily, cases of usual summer sick- 
ness, but oiherwise the convicts were in excellent health. 
In the year 1845, during which no death occurred there, 
there were 62 patients in the hospital. The average num- 


ber of convicts is about 300.—[Bunker Hill Aurora. 








DONATIONS 
To Society in Aid of Discharged Convicts. 
Collected by Charles Spear : 


Justin Ely, West Spiingfield, $5 00 
Iiomer Foot, Sprinefield, 5 Ov 
G. W. Walbridge, “ 5 00 
) Wm. Dwight, pis 5 00 
| Rev. W. B.O.Peabody, ** 3 00 
fliphalet Trask, “s 2 00 
G. W. Harrison, $s 2 00 
Jetferson Church, = 1 00 
John Hooker, és 1 00 
C. L. Covell, ai h 00 
A friend, “6 l 00 
David Smith, i 00 
A friend, ad 1 00 
Joel Kendall, “6 1 00 
Peter Bryant, ‘6 1 00 
Oliver B. Morris, “6 1 00 
Rev. N. Porter, ss 1 00 
Richard Bliss, ‘6 1 00 
A ae ‘6 1 00 
Rev. 8. Osgood, D.D. 1 00 
Dr. Edwin Seagur, $e 1 00 
B. B. Trask, “ 1 25 
E. Woodworth, ‘6 0 50 
Festus Stebbins, “s 1 00 
R. Elmer, “ 1 50 
Jonas Cooledge, &s 0 50 
Rev. E. Smalley, Worcester, 5 00 
tev A, Hill, 66 3 00 
A. Tolman, ‘6 3 00 
John Chase, Cabbotville, 3 00 
A friend, Hartford, 0 25 
Collection in Springfield, 1 40 


Received the above amount from Charles Spear, Sec- 
retary of the Society in Aid of Discharged Convicts. 
J. A. AnpReEw, Treasurer. 





Donations for the Cause, 


Friend, West Scituate, 1 00 
A. Sampson, Charlestown, 1 00 
J. A. Gould, Newton, (Upper Falls, ) 0 50 
H. Crosby, 0 25 

0 50 


J. T. Everett, Princeton, 








Our thanks are due the editor of the Camarince 
Curonicre for his kindness in publishing a doc- 
ument recently issued by the Society for Aiding 
Discharged Convicts, especially as the favor was 
unasked, ditors have frequent opportunities of 
aiding the philanthropic movements of the age, 
and we are glad to know that the people of Cam- 
bridge have in their midst one who seeks and im- 
proves occasions of doing good. 





n> Wm. Lloyd Garrison was the first editor of the 
first newspaper established in the world, on the principle 
of total abstinence from all intoxicating drinks. Its name 
was the Journal of the Times, printed in Bennington, Vt. 


about tne year 1827. 


REFUGE OF VIOLENCE. 


* FOR HE HATH LOOKED DOWN FROM THE HEIGHT OF HIS 8ANC- 
TUARY} FROM MEAVEN DID THE LORD BEHOLD THE EARTH, TO 
HEAR THE GROXNING OF THE PRISONER} TO LOOSE THOSE THAT 
ARE APPOINTED TO DEATH.---Bible. 
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UNDER SENTENCE OF DEATH! 


NEW-YORK! —— Wyart, to be executed 
at Auburn, on the 17th of August. 

Wicrram Freeman, for the murder of the 
Van Ness family, near Auburn. ‘To be hung 
September 18, 1846. 


for the murder of John Covert at 
Time of execution not known. 


Tinvert, 
Whitehall. 

VIRGINIA! Hunter Hix, for the murder of 
Major Smith, at Norfolk. 
February, 1847, 

ARKANSAS! Martin, for the murder of his 
sister-in-law; time of execution unknown. 


Georee, a Euchee Indian, for the murder of 


near Fort Gibson. ‘Time of exe- 


Mr. Reynolds, 
cution Sept. 14, 1846. 

KENTUCKY! Joun W. 
Grass, for the murder of his wife. 
ecution not known. 


ParKerR, of Serub 
ry: . 
Time of ex- 


MARYLAND! Ww». Wuee cer, a slave, for 
engaging in an insurrection; time of execution 


unknown. 

VERMONT! Evcecene 
murder of his wife and child ; 
not fixed. 


MISSOURI! Jonn C. Lester, 
der of his oe a Nl King B. .Scott. 
of execution, Friday, July 31, 1846. 

SOUTH CAROLINA! Necro Girt, aged 
10 years, (!) for arson—execution to take place 
in Columbia county, in August. 

Wiriiam Smirn, for negro stealing (!)  Ex- 
ecution to take place on the first Friday in Sep- 
tember. 

AsranaM, a slave, for an attempt to murder 
Lewis Rimrod, who was attempting to arrest him 
asarunaway. ‘lo be executed on the second 
Friday in October. 


Currrorp, for the 
time of execution 


for the mur- 
‘Time 


GeorGe, a slave, for murder, to be executed 
in Charleston on the first Friday in October. 

LOUISIANA! Samvuert Kennepy, for the 
murder of Benjamin W. Wait, in New-Orleans ; 
time of execution not appointed. 

MAINE! 
confined at hard labor in the State Prison: 
execution not fixed. 


Tuomas Torn, for murder; now 
time of 


ILLINOIS! Atonze Pennineron, for the 
murder of Simon Davis. ‘Time of execution not 
fixed. 





BOARDERS WANTED. 
I can now accommodate two men with board, or 
man and his wife. Apply at my house, 30 London st., 
or at the office of the Prisoner’s Friend, 40 Cornhill. 


JOHN M. SPEAR. 


n 
a 


EMPLOYMENT WANTED. 

A man will want employment the last day of August 
as a coachman, or in a public house, or in a private fam- 
ily. He informs us that he is determined in future to 
be an honest man. Who will give him an opportuaity to 
labor ? n 


BLACKSMITH. 
A man wants a place to work as a Blacksmith. 


Aug. 5 


BLACKSMITH AND FARMER. 
Aman wants a place to work at Farming in the sum- 
mer, and at Blacksmithing in the winter. He will! desire 
to commence labor the last of this month. 


Respited till 7th of 


la Grocer ry Store. 





PLAOE WANTED BY A BOOK-KEEPER. 
A man, well qualified to keep accounts, desires a 
lace. He is poor, and wants the assistance of the hu 
mane and the friends of the prisoner. Who will em- 
ploy him? He has no relations, and but few friends im 
this country. 


A PLACE IN ry GROCE RY OR SHIPPING OF- 
FICE WANTED. 

A young man wants a place in a Shipping Office, or in 

Aug. 5 





BOOKS. ON. CAPITAL 
MENT, &c. 
faviug opened an office (40 Cornhil.) we ean 
now meet the wants of our friends in regard to works 
We have a few pamph- 
sale, some of which are from 
Should the friends of the cause extend to us 
some little encouragement in this way, we could afford te 
We trust they will call and ex- 
The following is a list : 


By Charles 


PUNISH- 


on Capital Punishment. 
lets und larger works for 
England. 


print a variety of tracts. 
amine for themselves. 


Essays on Capital Punishment. 
Price 62 1-2 cents. 

Irremediability of Capital Punishment. Price 4 cents. 

‘Thoughts on the Death- -Penalty. By Charles C. Bur- 
leigh. Price 25 cts. 

A Report on the Punishment of Death, made to the Leg- 
islature of the State of New-York. By John i. 
Q’Sullivan. 1841, Price 75 cents. 

Three Discourses on Capital Punishment. By E. H. 
Chapin. 1843. Price 12 1-2 cents. 

Punishment of Death proved to be unlawful, in a Jet- 
ter to the Marquis of Northampton. By John Pell. 
London. 1835. Price 6 cents. 

Sacredness of Human Life; a letter addressed to the in- 
cumbent of St. James’s, Sheffield, on Capital Punish- 

. ment. By Samuel Roberts. London. 1841. Price 6 cts 

| Report relating to C apital Punishment, to the Common- 
wealth of Massachusetts. By Robert Rantoul, Esq. 
1835. Price 25 cents. 

Letters on the Death-Penalty. addressed to his Excellen- 
cy Gov. Briggs, and the Members of the Massachusetts 
Legislature. Price 6 cents. 

Reform of the Criminal, by O. W. Bacon. 


Spear 


RECEIVED FROM ENGLAND, 


The writings of J. Sydney Taylor, the distinguished 
opponent of Capital Punishment ; also, 
Capital Punishments eC a the Gospel. By 
Henry Christmas, M. A., F. R.S., F.SA., St. Johns 
( ‘ollege, Can.bridge—for oe by the dozen or hundred. 


JUST 


In addition to the various works on Capital Panish- 





ment, &c., the following miscellaneous collection is on 


hand for sale at the office of the Prisoner’s Friend. 


| ‘The postage on books has been so-much reduced, as 
| to make it an object with parchasers to have them sent by 


|mail. Booksellers do a large business in this way. 


| r . =. 
| We should be happy to answer the orders of our friends 


in the same manner. 


Theodore Parker’s Sermon on War. 

Facts and Lnportant Information for Young Men, 
Do. do. for Young Women 

Slaveholding and the Slaveholder’s Religion. 

| Christian Non-Resistance By Adin Ballou. 

Causes of the Decline of Manhood, 

A Condensed and Popular View of 

Christianity, 

Foster’s Book-Keeping, 

A New System ot Penmanship, 

Beauties of Penmanship, 

Water Cure for Debilitated Young Men, : 


the Evidences of 





House I Live in, by Dr. Alcott; 
Young Husband, - 
| Young Wife, se 

| Young Mothe ©, se 


| Grahi im’s Letters to Y oung Me *n on Chastity, 
| Life of Faith, by Prof. 8. C. Upham, 
Interior Life, by do. 
Practice of Holiness, by do. 
| Phonographic Class Book, 

Reading Lessons in do. 
| Mackintosh’s Electrical Theory, 

|Combe’s P hysiology, 
| Do. Phrenology, 


Do. on the Constitution of Man, 
Do. on Diet, 
Do. onthe Management of Children, 


Memoir of Howard, 
Do. of Wilberforce, 
| Narrative of Frederick Douglass, 
Do. of Jonathan Walker, 
| Upham’s Manual of Peace, 
| Dymond on War, 
| Reign of Peace, 
| Furness’s Sermon at the Installation of Rev. J. 
geant, 
Cc larke’ s Sermon on the Principles and the Character of 
| the Disciples, 
| Parker’s Installation $ Sermon, 
| , hi — on Slavery, 
Green’s Exposure of Gambling, 
F Do. Gambler’s Mirror, 


Law of Kindness, 

Philosophy of the Water Cure, 
Hand-Book of Hydropathy, 

| Facts in Hydropathy, 

| Fowler’s Phrenology, 

| Fowler on the C hurc h and Religion, 


Do. on Temperance 
| Do. on Matrimony, 
| Do. on Tight Lacing, 
Do. on Memory and Intellectual Improvement, 





Synopsis of Phre nology, 

| Pictorial Alphabet—Anna’s  Trials—John’s 
tnres, and other Works for children. 

Acts of the Elders. 

Consumption Prevented, 

Advice to the Married and Single, 

Prisoner’s Lament, by E. W. Locke. 

Spoone r on Poverty. 

Suggestions to Lovers and the M: irried, 
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From the Newry Examiner ([reland.) 
THE THREE PREACHERS. 
There are three preachers, ever preaching, 
Each with eloquence and power : 
One is old with locks of white, 
Skinny as an anchorite ; 
And he preaches every hour 
With a shrill fanatic voiee, 
And a Bigot’s fiery scorn :— 
‘ Backwards, ye presumptuous nations : 
Man to misery is born! 
Born to drudge, and sweat, and suffer— 
Born to labor, and to pray ; 
Priests and Kings are God's Vicegerents, 
Man must worship and obey. 
Backwards, ye presumptuous nations— 
Back ! be humble and obey !’ 


The second is a milder preacher; 
Soft he talks as if he sung: 

Sleek and slothful is his look, 

And his words, as from a book, 
Issue glibly from the tongue. 

With an air of self-content, 
High he lifts his fair white hands :— 

‘ Stand ye still, ye restless nations ; 
And be happy all ye lands! 

Earth was made by One Almighty, 
And to meddle is to mar ; 

Change is rasa, and ever was so ; 
We are nappy as we are ; 

Stand ye still, ye restless nations, 
And be happy as ye are.’ 


Mightier is the younger preacher ; 
Genius flashes from his eyes ; 
And the crowds who hear his voice, 
Give him, while their souls rejoice, 
Throbbing bosoms for replies. 
Awed they listen, yet elated, 
While his stirring accents fall :— 
‘Forward, ye deluded nations, 
Progress is the rule of all !— 
Man was made for heartful effort ; 
Tyranny has crushed him long : 
He shall march from good to better, 
Nor be patient under wrong ! 
Forward: ye awakened nations, 
And do battle with the wrong. 


‘ Standing still is childish folly ; 
Going backward is a crime .— 

None should patiently endure 

Any ill that he can cure ; 

Onward ! keep the march of time ; 

Onward, while a wrong remains 
To be conquered by the right; 

While oppression lifts a finger 
To affront us by its might; 

While an error clouds the reason ; 
While a slave awaits his freedom, 
Action is the wise man's part— 

Forward! ye awakened nations ! 
Action is the people’s part. 


* Onward ! there are ills to conquer,— 
Ills that on yourselves you've brought ; 
There is wisdom to discern, 
There is temperance to learn, 
And enfranchirement for thought. 
Hopeless Poverty and Toil 
May be conquered, if you try ; 
Vice and Wretchedness and Famine 
Give Beneficence the lie. 
Onward! Onward! and subdue them ! 
Root them out; their day has passed : 
Goodness is alone immortal : 
Evil was not made to last. 
Forward! ye awakened people, 
And your sorrows shall not last.’ 


Aad the preaching of this preacher 
Stirs the pulses of the world. 
Tyranny has curbed its pride ; 
Errors that were deified 
Into darkness have been harl'd; 
Slavery and Liberty, 
And the Wrong and Right have met, 
To decide the ancient quarrel 
Onward! preacher; onward yet! 
There are pens to tell your progress, 
There are eyes that pine to read, 
There are hearts that burn tu aid you, 
There are arms in hour of need. 
Onward, preacher! Onward, nations !— 
Witt wust ripen into Deep. 








FORGIVE. 
‘How beautifully falls 

From human lips that blessed word FrorGive ; 

Forgiveness—tis the attribute of God— 

The sound which openeth heaven ; renews again 

On earth lost Eden’s faded bloom, and flings 

Hope’s haleyon halo o’er the waste of life. 

Thrice happy he whose heart has so been schooled 

In the meek lessons of humanity, 

That he can give it utterance; it imparts 

Celestial grandeur to the human soul, 

And maketh man an angel. 
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PRISONER’S FRIEND. 














LLANY. 


JUAN PLACIDO, 


{Our readers will recollect the account given through 
the papers in 1844, of an intended insurrection of slaves 
in Cuba. Many may not be aware that the leader of that 
revolt was a ‘NEGRO AND A Mawn,’ one worthy to 
be ranked with George Washington or any other hero. 
We have made the following extracts from Whittier’s 
‘SrRANGER IN LOWELL,’ believing it will be inter- 
We regret we have not 
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esting to most of our readers. 
| room to give the article entire :—] 


I have recently been deeply interested in the 
| fate of Puacipo—the black Revolutionist of Cuba 
—the acknowledged leader of the late wi.'e-spread 
and well-planned revolt of the slaves in the city of 
Havana, and the neighboring plantations and vil- 
lages. oe 

Juan Placido was born a slave on the estate of 
Don Terribio de Castro. His father was an 
African, his mother a mulatto. His mistress treat- 
ed him with great kindness, and taught him to 
read. When he was twelve years of age she 
died, and he fell into other and less compassionate 
hands, At the age of eighteen, on seeing his 
mother struck with a heavy whip, he for the first 
time turned upon his tormentors. To use his 
own words, ‘I felt the blow in my heart. To 
utter a loud cry, and from a downcast boy with 
the timidity of one weak as a lamb, to become all 
at once like a raging lion, was a thing of a mo- 
ment.’ He was, however, subdued, and the next 
morning, together with his mother, a tenderly- 
nurtured and delicate woman, severely scourged. 
On seeing his mother rudely stripped and thrown 
down upon the ground, he at first with tears im- 
plored the overseer to spare her ; but at the sound 
of the first blow, as it cut into her naked flesh, he 
sprang once more upon the ruffian, who, having 
superior strength, beat him until he was nearer 
dead than alive. 

After suffering all the vicissitudes of slavery— 
hunger, nakedness, stripes ; after bravely and 
nobly bearing up against that slow, dreadful prog- 
ress which reduces the men to a thing—the image 
of God to apiece of merchandize, until he had 
reached his thirty-eighth year, he was unexpected- 
ly released from his bonds. Some literary gentle- 
man in Havana, into whose hands two or three 
pieces of his compositon had fallen, struck with 
the vigor, spirit and natural grace which they 
manifested, sought out the author, and raised a 
subscription to purchase his freedom. He came 
to Havana, and maintained himself by house 
painting, and such other employments as his in- 
genuity and talents placed within his reach. He 
wrote several poems, which have been published 
in Spanish at Havana, and translated by Dr. Mad- 
den, under the title of ‘ Poems by a Slave.’ 

It is not too much to say of these poems, that 
they will bear a comparison with most of the 
productions of modern Spanish literature. Cer- 
tain it is, that their author is the only Cuban poet. 
His style is bold, free, energetic. Some of his 
pieces are sportive and graceful ; such is his ad- 
dress to ‘ The Cucuya,’ or Cuban fire-fly. 


* * * ¥ oo * 


Some of his devotional pieces evince the fervor 
and true feeling of the Christian poet. His ‘ Ode 
to Religion’ contains many admirable lines.— 
|Speaking of the martyrs of the early days of 
'Christanity, he says finely : 

* Still in that cradle, purpled with their blood, 
The infant Faith waxed stronger day by day.’ 





I cannot forbear quoting the last stanza of this 


poem : 
‘O God of mercy, throned in glory high, 

On earth and all its misery look down, 
Behold the wretched, hear the captive’s cry, 

And call thy exiled children around thy throne! 
There would I fain in contemplation gaze 

On thy eternal beauty, and would make 
Of love one lasting canticle of praise, 

And every theme but Thee henceforth forsake!’ 


> 7 * * > * 


‘The disastrous result of the late insurrection of 
the slaves in Cuba is well known.—Betrayed, and 
driven into premature collision with their oppres- 
sors, the wronged and maddened bondmen were 
speedily crushed into subjection. Placido was 
arrested, and after a long hearing, was condemned 
to be executed, and consigned to the ‘Chapel of 
the Condemned.’ : 

How far Placido was implicated in the insur- 
rectionary movement, it is now perhaps impossible 
to ascertain, The popular voice at Havana pro- 
nounced him its leader and projector ; and as such 
jhe was condemned. His own bitter wrongs ; the 
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terrible recollections of his life of servitude ; the 
impunity. with which the most dreadful outrages 
upon the persons of slaves were inflicted ,—acting 
ubon a mind fully capable of appreciating the 
beauty of Freedom, furnished abundant incentive 
to an effort for the redemption of his race, and 
the humiliation of his oppressors. ‘The Heraldo, 
of Madrid, speaks of him as ‘the celebrated poet, 
a man of great natural genius, and beloved and 
appreciated by the most respectable young men of 
Havana.’ It accuses him of wild and ambitious 
projects, and states that he was intended to be the 
chief of the black race after they had thrown off 
the yoke of bondage. 


He was executed at Havanain the 7th month, 
1844, According to the custom in Cuba with con- 
demned criminals, he was conducted from prison 
to the ‘Chapel of the Doomed.’ He passed— 
thither with singular composure, amidst a great 
concourse of people, gracefully saluting his nu- 
merous acquaintances. The chapel was hung with 
black cloth, dimly lighted. Placido was seated 
beside his coffin. Priests in long black robes stood 
around him, chanting in supulchral voices the 
service of the dead. It is an ordeal under which 
the stoutest-hearted and most resolute have been 
found to sink. After enduring it for twenty-four 
hours he was led out to execution. Placido come 
forth calm and undismayed ; holding a crucifix in 
his hand, he recited, in aloud, clear voice,a solemn 
prayer in verse, which he had composed amidst 
the horrors of the ‘Chapel.’ It thrilled upon 
the hearts of all who heard it. I am indebted to 
a friend for assistance in rendering this remarkable 
prayer into English verse : 

PRAYER OF PLACIDO. 
God of unbounded love and power eternal! 
To Thee I turn in darkness and despair; 
Stretch forth Thine arm, and from the brow infernal 
Of Calumny the veil of Justice tear! 
And from the forehead of my honest fame 
Pluck the world’s brand of infamy and shame! 


O King of kings!—my father’s God! who only 
Art strong to save, by whum is all controlled, 
Who givest the sea its waves, the dark and lonely; 
Abyss of heaven its light, the North its cold, 
The air its currents, the warm sun its beams, 
Life to the flowers, and motion to the streams: 


All things obey Thee; dying or reviving, 
As Thou commandest; all, apart from Thee, 
From Thee alone their life and power deriving, 
Sink and are lost in vast eternity! 
Yet doth the void obey Thee; since from nought 
“This marvellous being by Thy hand was wrought. 


O merciful God!—I cannot shun thy presence, 
For through its veil of flesh Thy piercing eye 
Looketh upon my spirit’s unsoiled essence, 
As through the pure transparence of the sky ; 
Let not the oppressor clap his bloody hands, 
As o’er my prostrate innocence he stands! 


But, if alas, it seemeth good unto Thee 
That I should perish as the guilty dies, 
That, a cold, mangled corse, my foes should view me 
With hateful malice and exulting eyes, _ 
Speak Thou the word, and bid them shed my blood, 
Fully in me Thy will be done, O God! 


On arriving at the fatal spot, he sat down as 
ordered, on a bench with his back to the soldiers. 
The multitude recollected, that in some affecting 
lines, written by the conspirator in prison, he had 
said that it would be useless to seek to kill him by 
chooting his body—that his heart must be pierced 
ere it would cease its throbbings. At the last mo- 
ment, just asthe soldiers were about to fire, he 
rose up and gazed for an instant around and above 
him, on the beautiful capital of his native land, 
and its sail-flecked bay, on the dense crowds about 
him, the blue mountains in the distance, and the 
sky glorious with the summer sunshine. ‘ Adios 
mundo ! (Farewell world !) he said calmly, and 
sat down. The word was given, and five balls 
entered his body. Then it was, that, amidst the 
groans and murmurs of the horror-stricken spec- 
tators, he rose up once more, and turned his head 
to the shuddering soldiers, his face wearing an 
expression of superhuman courage. ‘Will wo 
one pity me ?’ he said, laying his hand over his 
heart. ‘Here, fire here !’ While he yet spake, two 
balls entered his heart, and he fell dead. Thus 
perished the hero-poet of Cuba. He has not fol- 
len in vain. His genius, and his heroic , death 
will doubtless be regarded by his race as precious 
legacies. To the great names of L’Ouverture 
and Petion the colored man can now add that of 
Juan Placido. 





LANGUAGE. It is estimated that three thousand three 
hundred and sixty-four different languages are spoken in 
the world 


A Flower in the Desert. 


Here is a beautiful incident related by an officer 
at Matamoras, in a letter to a friend in Providence, 
which reminds us that 

‘In the desert there still is a fountain, 
In the wide waste there still is a tree, 
And a bird in the solitude singing.’ 

Our army were marching into Matamoras, and 
the officer writes: ‘ Under a tree just on the river 
bank, and at the point where the bustle and throng 
of the passage were greatest, a family of Mexicans 
had taken shelter, who had re-crossed to our side 
the day before, and had not had time to move to 
their homes, ‘There were some six or eight chil- 
dren of various ages: one of these a beeutiful 
black-eyed, graceful little creature, of five or six 
years. I saw her, while tumult and teil of all des- 
cription rang around, while arms were flashing, 
cannon rolling, men hurrying to and fro, horses 
dashing at ‘wild speed, the air filled with shouts 
and oaths, and all was as if quiet and peace were 
banished from the earth, half sitting, half lying up- 
op a grassy knoll, her head resting upon a white 
pet dove, and one little arm thrown around the 
bird as to protect it from all harm. 

What a lesson is taught here! What a picture 
for the painter and the poet! See innocence per- 
sonified in that sweet child! 
ted in that beautiful dove! 
the bright, the glorious figures in that scene. 


See peace represen- 
How they stand out, 
War 
with its array of banners and marshalled men, and 
gaudily dressed officers on caparisoned horses 
fresh from the battle field, their hearts filled with 
the swelling thoughts of the victory they have won, 
and all glowing with the ambitious desires that 
become the heroes they have shown themselves to 
be—how that sweet child and beautiful dove shine 
with the light, that is from heaven in that scene, 
where war fills up and darkens all the back 














! 
ground! 


The Quaker and the Countryman. 


A Quaker, passing through a market, stopped 
at a stall and inquired the price of citrons. 

‘I have none,’ said the honest countryman, ‘that 
will suit you ; they are decayed, and their flavor 
is gone.’ 

‘Thank thee, friend; I will go to the next 
stand,’ 

‘Hast thou any good fruit, to-day,’ said he to 
the dealer. 

‘Yes,sir ; here are some of the finest nutmegs 





'of my garden ; they are small, but rich of their 
| kind,’ 

| <*'Then thou canst recommend them ?? 
La O, certainly, sir.’ 

| ‘Very well; I will take two.’ He carried 
| them home, and they proved not only unsound, 
| but miserably tasteless. 

| ‘The next morning he again repaired to the same 
| place. The man who had sold kim the fruit the 
preceding day, asked him if he would like some 
more. 

‘ Nay, friend ; thou hast deceived me once, and 
now, although thou may’st speak the truth, still ! 
cannot trust thee ; but thy neighbor chose to deal 
uprightly with me, and from henceforth I shall be 
Thou would’st do well to remember 
this, and learn by experience, that a falsehood is a 


his patron, 


base thing in the beginning, and a very unprofita- 
ble one in the end.’ 


Goop Business. ‘The captain of a smail coasting 
vessel writes from New Orleans, under date of July 2, 
‘I am employed by the United States Government, and 
am making with my vessel $3,000 per month. 1 think 
it doubtful whether I shall return this summer.’ 


As well might the executioner parade his axe, or ba!l- 
ter, as the soldier his sword.— Channing. 
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